WHAT WILL HE DO NEXT?
By REAR-COLONEL CONNOLLY
AS   FAB.  BACK   AS   1875   I   WAS   ADVOCATING  A   SMALL  HIGHLY
mechanized striking force to be employed in " expanding
torrent" tactics, i.e. "deep infiltration." The War Office paid
no attention. Clausewitz did, "Dear Captain Connolly," lie
wrote, "I have read The Lesson of Omdurman with interest,
and was most impressed by your definition of Peace." [Peace,
I had written, is a morbid condition, due to a surplus of
civilians, which war seeks to remedy.] In my Lesson of Norway
(April 1940), Lesson of the Bulge (May 1940), and Lesson oj
Britain (in preparation), as well as in this series of fifteen
articles, I have consistently advocated the same principles. "A.
defensive force," I wrote in 1884, "should be in a certain ratio
to an offensive force, depending on (a) the size of the offensive
force, (b) its striking power." For that force to become an
offensive-defensive force the ratio will have to be considerably
higher. How can I explain this to the non-military mind?
1 think it can best be expressed by a formula. Invasion=The
incidence of men and material on hostile or unfriendly territory
where that incidence is of sufficient impact to do permanent
or semi-permanent damage to military objectives. Thus
incidence of material without man-power (air-raids) or of man-
power without material (parachutists) do not in themselves
constitute invasion. Will, in this sense, an invasion be forth-
coming? Certain it is that some such step has been contem-
plated. We can, in fact, state the problem as follows:
(1)  WiH Hitler invade us?
(2) Will that invasion be successful?
(3) If not, will some counter-move be made hi the Mediter-
ranean or the Far East?
(4)  Or will both (1) and (3) or some variation of them be
attempted?
To all these questions we may answer, categorically, yes and
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